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Jefferson, Jackson, Madison, Monroe, Lincoln, etc. The names 
of great cities have been much in favor and therefore as might 
be expected, the name of the city of cities has been frequently 
used. There is a Rome in Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kan- 
sas, Kentucky, Mississippi, Missouri, New York, Ohio, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, West Virginia, and 
Wisconsin; all taken together would be but a fraction of the 
Eternal City in the days of its glory. “See America first” is the 
slogan, and why not when everything is so conveniently situated. 
In Ohio without leaving the state you can visit London, Oxford, 
and Manchester, Paris, Versailles, and Marseilles, Athens and 
Sparta, Rome and Venice, Moscow and Warsaw, Jerusalem and 
Tokio; and this does not exhaust the possibilities. Ohio is not 
alone in this, other states are equally favored; for example, in 
Pennsylvania we have Athens and Rome, Bethlehem and Naza- 
reth, Geneva and Luzerne, Nineveh and Damascus, Odessa and 
Pekin, etc. The truth is, we have been tremendous borrowers. 

There are some names peculiarly American; as first of these 
must be mentioned Indian words. The map of Wisconsin shows 
the following : Cayuga, Kenosha, Manitowoc, Muscoda, Nashotah, 
Neosho, Oconomowoc, Oneida, Seneca, Waukesha, Wausau, 
Wauwatosa and many more. A method of coining names of 
border towns, which may be peculiar to this country, is that of 
compounding the names of the state concerned. In California 
Calzona is near the Arizona line, Calexico is on the Mexican 
border; Kanorado, Kan., is on the Colorado border; Texarkana, 
Ark., is on the Texas line. A case of three in one is found in 
Kenova, W. Va., which looks like an Italian proper name such 
as Canova. A glance a t  the map will show that its situation (be- 
tween three states) is the key to its name; Kyova, Okyva or 
Vakyo might do as well, but the name is Ken-0-Va. 

THE LITTLE END OF HAWAII 
BY VAUGHAN MACCAUGHEY 

College of Hawaii, Honolulu 

HE Hawaiian Islands have risen rapidly in world importance. T First, as the supreme mid-Pacific naval base of the United 
States. Second, as a vital link in all that knits together the Orien- 
tal and Occidental civilizations bordering the greatest Ocean. 
Since the discovery of Hawaii in 1772 by the famous Captain 
Cook, the successive events of world history have destined this 
isolated archipelago to an increasingly prominent position in 
the onward march of civilization in the Pacific. The voluminous 
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literature, both technical and popular, which makes Hawaii its 
central theme, deals almost exclusively with the eastern, in- 
habited end of the group. The islands that comprise this part 
are large and mountainous. They constitute the seat of the in- 
dustrial and political life of the Territory. They support luxuri- 
ant tropical forests. Hawaii, the easternmost island, is larger 
than all the others taken together. 

The western extension of the chain is apparently insigni- 
ficant. It is the little end. Its sparse, dotted line of islets, reefs, 
and shoals, stretches eighteen hundred miles Asia-ward from 
the main group. The combined land area of these microscopic 
isles is only six square miles. Their interest to natural science, 
however, is in no way proportionate to their size. Moreover, 
their utilitarian value is vastly greater than any superficial 
glance at the map would indicate. Midway Island, a coral ring 
six miles in diameter, and averaging five feet high by twenty 
feet wide, encloses a sand island utilized as a relay station for 
the great trans-Pacific cable. Laysan was for many years an im- 
portant source of guano fertilizer, plumes, and eggs. In the min- 
ing days San Francisco was a market fo r  huge quantities of Lay- 
san sea-birds’ eggs. The warm banks and shoals of the series 
teem with marine life and constitute important fishing grounds. 
Japanese power-sampans bring weekly to Honolulu thousands 
of pounds of choice fish and turtle caught in the western waters. 

The names of these dots,-and on the maps they seem to be 
more name than land,-are suggestive of sea-yarns and the 
tragedies of the deep. In 1805 Captain Lisiansky in the Russian 
schooner Neva stranded on the reefs of the island that now bears 
his name. Pearl and Hermes Reef caused the wreck of two 
whaling ships on the same night in 1822, within ten miles of 
each other. In 1872 Captain Dowsett, in the whaling ship 
Kamehameha was wrecked on Dowsett’s Reef. The French 
Frigates Shoal was discovered by the noted navigator La Pe- 
rouse, in 1786, and named by him in honor of his two ships. 
Necker Island was also discovered by him, and named for a great 
French statesman. The entire series, named in order from 
east to west, is: Ninoa, Necker, French Frigates Shoal, Gardner, 
Dowsett’s Reef, Mar0 Reef, Laysan, Lisianski, Pearl and Hermes 
Reef, Midway, Ocean. 

These lonely surf-rimmed isles are of profound geologic 
significance. They are the last visible remnants of a gigantic, 
subsiding mountain range. The highest summits were volcanic, 
like those to the east. The tiny western isles are surf-battered 
fragments of slowly sinking craters. The islands have been clas- 
sified as to structure, and degree of subsidence. Nihoa, Necker, 
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French Frigates, and Gardner are eroded volcanic blocks, from 
170 to 900 feet in height, steep walled, rimmed by heavy surf, 
and inaccessible except in the calmest seas. Their arid cliffs 
resound with the hoarse cries of myriad sea birds. 

Laysan and Lisianski are elevated (45-55 feet) coral islands 
with fringing reef. Pearl and Hermes, Midway, and Ocean, are 
typical coral atolls, like “garlands on a summer sea.” Numerous 
sand islands are enclosed in their shallow lagoons. Maro and 
Dowsett’s reefs have visible surf, but no exposed coral. There 
are several shoals (Frost, Brooks, and Gambia), from twelve to 
fourteen fathoms below the surface of the ocean. 

Slowly, imperceptibly, through the long ages these westward 
islands have been sinking,-inexorably drawn down into their 
vast eternal grave. The high islands to the east have slowly 
heaped themselves above the sea. Their fiery craters unceas- 
ingly piled lava flood, rock sheet upon rock sheet. The proud 
snowy summit of Mauna Kea now rises fourteen thousand feet 
above the glittering Pacific. Hawaii, the island that bears Mauna 
Kea, is still alive and growing. Scientists now peering into the 
boiling lava cauldron of Kilauea, predict a great lava flow in the 
immediate future.* A strange, abyssal contrast,-these barren, 
sun-scorched, tide-swept atolls, white fragments of gigantic 
sunken skeletons,-and the reverberating lava lake, with incan- 
descent fire fountains, crowning the colossal dome of frigid 
Mauna Loa! 

The plant and animal life on these remote specks of coral is 
of rare interest to the naturalist. A lone species of native palm 
occurs only in an arid gulch of Nihoa. L,aysan is overgrown 
with low bushes, brush, weeds, and grass. The Hawaiian seal is 
plentiful on many of the isles. In the “fifties” numerous sealing 
expeditions were made; one ship returned to Honolulu with 
1500 skins and 240 barrels of oil. The green sea-turtle uses the 
coral beaches for its nesting grounds, and is common. All the 
isles abound with marine bird life; to quote Professor W. A, 
Bryan “Laysan is perhaps the largest sea-bird colony in the 
tropics, and its teeming hordes of bird inhabitants may justly 
claim for it a place as one of the great natural wonders of the 
world. . . . I have estimated from personal observation and 
data gathered for the purpose that more than ten million birds 
formerly visited Laysan Island each year. . . . Naturally the 
struggle for existence, often for mere nest room, is intense. The 
air, the vegetation, the earth-all literally swarm with bird life. 
Almost every inch of land down to the water’s edge is occupied.” 
These isles now constitute a federal bird reservation. 

As the vast reaches of the Pacific continue to bulk larger and 
*It has since occurred,-May, 1916. 
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larger in world affairs, and as facilities for inter-island travel 
are multiplied, these remote infinitesimal specks of lava and 
coral, with their wealth of suggestion for scientific research, will 
increasingly command more attention than hitherto has been 
granted them. 

+ 
CORK 

S light as cork,” is a common saying. As elastic as cork, “A as impermeable as cork, or as poor a conductor of heat and 
sound as cork, would be equally apt expressions, for all these 
qualities are combined to a high degree in this one substance. 
All attempts to find a substitute possessing this combination of 
qualities have been fruitless. 

Uses.-A low specific density and its impermeability by 
liquids makes cork especially well adapted for floats and life 
saving apparatus. Cork buoys mark channels for boats; flat 
cork buoys are suspended from the stern of vessels to be used in 
case some one falls overboard; cork mattresses on shipboard 
have been found valuable in case of shipwreck. 

To protect the feet from the wet and cold, a thin layer of 
cork in the soles of the shoes is advantageous, and if a limb has 
been amputated, there is no more desirable substitute than a 
cork limb. In Spain, houses are sometimes lined with cork to 
keep out the moisture, the heat or the cold. Steam pipes and hot 
water reservoirs are jacketed with cork to prevent the escape 
of heat. Cork hats are worn in tropical countries to prevent sun- 
stroke. 

The lightness and elasticity of cork make the parings of 
cork unsurpassed packing material for fragile articles. Elastic- 
ity and impermeability make cork most desirable for bottle stop- 
pers. Malaga grapes are packed in cork “sawdust” and shipped 
around the world in perfect condition, Since cork is a poor 
conductor of sound it is put into floors of hospitals and apart- 
ment houses, o r  it may be used as a carpet. Linoleum is made 
by spreading a paste of oxidized cork and linseed oil upon can- 
vass. Distilled cork parings and waste yield an  illuminating 
gas which rivals coal gas. Spanish black, so valuable in painting, 
is derived from carbonized cork parings. There is scarcely an 
industry where cork is not a desirable or  necessary factor. 

Where produced-Cork is the bark of the cork oak, which 
grows in all the Mediterranean countries. Numerous attempts 
have been made to produce cork in other countries, but all have 
failed. Cork growing has been tried twice in the United States, 
in Mississippi and in California: the trees grew rapidly, but the 
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